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WATER POLLUTION VIOLATIONS
ARE THE MOST COMMON TYPES
OF FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL

PROSECUTIONS




DIRECT DISCHARGE VIOLATIONS

> Discharges without or In vielation of a
Section 402 NPDES or Section 404 permit

o Negligent violation -Knowing vielation
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Judge ofdé.r.s U.S. Virgin Islands
to stop discharges of sewage

JEAMNINE RELLY ;
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ST, THOMAS —— Making pood on last week's
threat, [Nstrici Courd Jadpe Thomas Moore
ondered te YL Pobbe Works Departien 1o
step discharging |8 million pallons. of sewape
dinly amto the Caribbean arownd the island of S¢
Crom

Moore o Monday

ordered Public Works 1o “

by tudiy and (o stog disposal on e north side hy
Friday.

He ocdered Public Waorks o fis the pumging
sfibtion by March 31 and a sewige line imnercep-
tof by March 17, A prvale coniracior misst be
retuingd . i Mhklage the SEWEe Tl plum
uatil the povermnent has complicd with the law,

The Yirgen lsdeneds have loag buen plagued hy
woter and sewage problems, bt repair effons

have becn hobbled by the der-
i ritory's 1.1 billion debt

repait it two mallunction-

“The court s aware of the

g pumpiiy sations, 5 The court is aware pressing bardens on e gov-
;::tdrg:..:ﬁ?;:ll:sl plane and of the pressing burdens ;an:m uf the ‘r':]gii]ﬂunlﬂh.
g st impel the defendum
“This FaW sctvage hag on the g_nu.ammant towird gremner eflons o safie
pollited termitonl waiers  of the Virgin Islands, guard the: health il safety of
and poses 4 serious threat P must impel the people of the Virgin
to human health and the Islands,” Moore siid
covirunment,  infliciing the dﬂfﬂndﬂﬂt toward Publie Works
er:l:nam:;k harim lln-;m greater afforts Commissioner Higrold
oth,” Moore said in the afequard Thompsan  carlicr  Blamed
canirt order. t? i th!hﬂlh!‘l “sevious [unding issues” for
Public Woiks has dis-  and safety of the people the delays, even though
charged more thun 213 of the Virgin Islands, ST00.000 kus been set aside
mithion  gallons of raw i by the government solely for
sewage over six muonths — Thomis Moore  Waslcwaler  tepairs.  The
from the LBJ Gandens and District Court Jugge  PUmplng station repairs were

FIEINL" stalions, n::nrd'ing

to 4 statemént in court dug-

uments by Pedro Modesto, an engineer with the

U5 Envirenmental Protecuon. Agency. The

EPA joined with the ¥ [ Deparment of Planning

und Matural Resources |ust week i asking the

judge to take action ugaind Public Works
Moore ardered tle government o stop dis-

charging sewage from the south side of the island

eriginally estimated Uy the
government w0 cost $130, 008

Thomgson ‘did not retum a call from The
Arsociated Press on Monday,

Tha EPA filed a request with & federal judpe to
obdain money for the repairs, which was awarded
i Avgust. Bur the aging pump stations had addi-
tionnl problens, and the fonds did not cover Ui
cost of repairs, oficials said,




Three Islands —population 140,000

*Saga started in the early 80’s

*Over 18 hearings In Federal District court

*Intervention of 2 Federal Judges ;Hon Judge
Thomas Moeore and Hon Judge Curtis Gemes

*Two Grand Juries

* Three criminal trials; 3 convictions




V.l. gives Sen. Hansen'’s husband $3.6 million contract
Esdel Hansen's new company gets sewer repair job without competitive bidding

By MARTY SCHLADEN

Diaily Mo i
Draly Maws Stal . F{..‘-"ru_,‘:
ST CROLX The e
cmment on Dec, 30 entered
830 mullon contract o make Ik
b S50 P00 s sewier system. Declisrimg
O sEMe :J!I'L‘:J:m;_'cm.'g-, the povemment
nwarded the comtret witho! compel-
e |'--"|.|I:1j.'; tp Cilobal Resomiroe
AMapazement i A shir-up com-
iy owened by Esdel Honsen, s
f i Sen. Adlici Himsen, and S
Lorony anorey Ashley Amdoews
Pegmionial mevenue b boeen s
e o Tomd il waork, sand Sonys
Nelthropp, o maiugrer whao
owersees wiaste-tisposal progtsms T
the WL Pubslic Works |:|;_'|1.| Tl
e J3.6 millaon jil i expected 10
Lk bour fo i mwonilis
Medthiropp sand the
af i 19RS consent decrer with e L%
Enwerammentisl Prodectiog
fi% sewers thi 'q';|||. [ HT N
FIW SCWR Bl a1

sUhar

e work is e

Aoy o
ERT T
Cnmx stieets ol

wilterwarys. The federal govermmeen
bty been pushing the VI povermmen

sinee J000 o commpdy waths Uk decine
Bt ehe government dia mel awerd the
coatlract unhl the mexi-to-last business
ihay of 2002

[hat the company awarded the con-

pract 1% assoctated wath the huskand of
a senator whe recently made a0
unsuecessful kid for poverno could
eychrows  in the termitory
Melthropp acknowledged as much on
Thursday bt said that any suspicion
ol an el armngement s onpustified
Hansen was the utilitics
threcior amil las boen with the sew A
|.||_'P.|.I1|t'!.:|'|l i S0 U lor clhose 1o M)
wears,” shwe sid. e knows the lines
and T ks whent s win 1

“We teli than this was the hest of all
possible wordds for us. We have o
ik pumbser of (Ll v o the wen
iy whe huve expertise on ||'||r';__'-n.
o Lo b g

(LA

“Fsilel

..|||.I"H.:|II|.'-GI| |||\'Il'\l:i|._'
i e people aml somwe of them
oz o b relabed oo peoplo. s o
don’t thimk
wiln:

sl comynnity, ol
wi =lhaaifed el poople fis
ey 1w nmiiviesd e

Calls e daledl
|~\-|‘:i||-\.|.!-\.'|'lll.' H i
vrn Thisrseliy were ind eetumed

e % 1 Propwerty aned Procurensent
Prgvntmmer sand it chied nod havee o copy
ol e comdrmel, whied

Hesmiree
mil Leoveitiment House

wits =i by
G, Chareles T orastal]

[y deckaring o state of cnergeney.
il eowvermment did not bave w0 solicit
bids and po throngh a process than is
indendled 10 cnsure thm the public gets

the best deal For its dollar,

Melthropp said that otiwr firms,
ineluding VIESCO. Amencan Water
sServices and Peomadiner, Jooked a0 1w
progect, but Public Works decided tha
“Cilobal was the « thait could pro-
vide the services in the nme we need-
ed and had the best plan to do the
work,”

She exphoned Public Works”
chotee of Cilobal, o start-up company
that has dome o previoos work, by
cibimg Esde] Hamsen's expenemee,

The cluwvice i being guestioned by
the %1 Environmemnal
Acsiation, whicl hus becn o <t

Loy

-'I""'l'-.-:lél.' lor Jisome thse eslind s sewer

waELITH

O Tharsdery . Bl Turner, 81
surl thal suspencd-
iteve-biddclimg miles wirs ol
e Fight way e oo bt o

Tl sovernor ehwmg 1o warve the

ol process o il of wlin
e el CImerpency,”
Lt sad. =W B L -:|'|h||.h
W Uian 10 Bl |.||'|.:I|'||i |||.||_||-.|-,|_'r|
o sdregamloee the e or spaed up
e prowess, thar woubd be fine, B
vaitright warvang of the process in a
sabution et bes pone om fre s bong
undlermanes bl confidence.”

Melthropp™s explmstion was that

sevidtive direvtor,
0L Cagn

S Crmx's sewape problems wene 5o
severe thint af took 2 lone time o iden
tity the most critical jobe. Now that
the gewermment his. it wants o solve
them as quickly as possible
“The past three vears. we have been
WOKHIE 00 LT QU s aronend the
whode picture o that we can define
what are the vanows componeis of
the problem: net jus=t
SUWWEHED FUIENIEE am the strects, there s o
AP shdion |._ Melthropgs
sitdl, Wy 5 it clogped I0s clopped
Becaise this, lipwe i |'\-||u el b
s getting il i of this numbode 1=
itk i1l s
Turner. L osnys that means
e compentive-hadding
stwntled be saregmled, o
will
“Ir s comples prehlent bon e
ilimesnt recore changmg the b 1o
whchess al,” Tomser sl
2 \: h'.' I { LU G ii||.'||,_' {3k F1|-\.||_l_'i_ 1 W fax
w it Che orte ety of the syslem
| wocomplexaty of the peoblen and
W indegrity n' the svstem ane wpyles
anad oz
Melthropp smid et wnder tee enms
of the comract, Global Resource
"v1:II|;LLJI.'|.lIr|:|'|I! walimmated livee mioch 1
wonihd eost 1o replace ol sewer linesin
the entcal wreas. Hud she said the pro-

that thene's

I wh
Prwevier
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chonwe awan

_|lul could cost less besuse Publi
Works officials will imondtor the werk
il direct the company o replace
unly porons of sower line that are
thimaged

“We will determine how much of
that line gets replsced,” she suid
iovery closely watched and comrolled
corncl.”

T prrojects covered umder the .
wract with Cilobal e meant 1o
st ol Lhe spulls =i thar Publbic
colil than begim planmng the rephe
L)1 B LR Y ) PR AT |
sewer systerm, she s

Wi we've given the
absaliite crbical preces: il
we e fimdinge e knock g
Meliliopgy sund
s work o be done i
wpen ke warl
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* Repaining the
Bethbehem Gt wosd ol ihe Temtoria
Court banlding

* Repaining sewer loes that miglh
have ibed i Adventune Ciun, cousing
the aceumubimion of rw sewage noear
Patrick Sweeney Police Hemlgainers

* Finnp sewer Bines and installing
A ermergency penerabor at e Lagoon
Street Pamim S1amon in Fre
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Judge orders governor to justify sewer contract

Turnbull lashes out at the U S Attornev s motion tcr 510;3 muchquestrnned deai and Daily News coverage of the issue

By BILLY SHIELDS
and MARTY SCH

Daily Mews Staft El fa t 3/_‘-‘_3

INstrict Judge Thomas Moon: on

Friday ordered the sdministration of

Crov. Charles Turnbull o appeirin fod-
eratl court nest week and cxplain why it
showld be allowed 1o g0 shead with 3
contrsct o fix 51 Croix's failing sew-
et that was awarded 1o a start-up com-
pany without congpetitive lidding.

Far his part, Tumbull Jambastad The
Diadly MNews at a hastily organized press
conferenet Frday aficmoon, denying
charges by the LLE Anomey’s Oflice,
which The l]ﬂil}" News l|;|1|1|:11;.|]
Fricdny. thig the Tumball advrmsto-
o odchestrated an emcrpency in
order W awand o 536 million contract
to-a well-connedud srt-up company
with noexpeneiee, tiny asscis and few
enmphvyies

A moticeshly anery Tumbull sasd
that sewipe conditions on St Croix jod
hirst to wward the emerpency contruct
I Cilesbut] Besouroes Managerment Inc.,
withomt  competitive  bidding. i
[ecembes

The conditons have existed since
1954,

St Croix altomey Ashley Androws
1 president of Global, and Fsdel
Hiwiseny, hushand of farmer senator
and pubermaorial candidie  Alscin
Hansen, iz an cmployec. . Esdel
Hansen, whose specific: dities and
salary &t Global have not been dis-
closed, rocently retmed from a job in
the V.1 Public Works Pepartment in

Daly Meves Preo By ERIC J0HKSON

Gaov. Charles Turnbull, left, Attosnay Genaral fver Stridiron and Publc Works

Commissionar Wayne Callwoed

which he oversaw work on St Croix's
SCWETS.

The U 8. Attomey’s Office charges
that  Tumbull wgnored St
Croix’s sewage problems for nine
mimths g0 he could award a contract fo
Cifobal withoat the company having 1o
compete for it

Turnbull vehemently disagreed
Friday.

“l wash 1o make myself perfectly
clear: [ did not stage, cause or create the
state of emergency surrounding the ter-
PRy s wishewaler OF sewape system.”
Tumbull said. It is common knowl
edpe tha this lemitory suffers from o
waslewaler sewage problem,”

At the end of his remarks, Turmbull
said e contract was awarded. witl:

the best nterests of the citizens of the
Virgin lslands ar sake.™

Citing an imminent legal battle with
the federal govemment, Tumbull
declined i cormment on anything mone
thas bow his actions were portrayed in
the media, and he defermed questions Lo
Attorney Gencral Iver Sindiron amd
three commissionzrs

“Riest assured. our response o what
we consider to be scumilous and slan-
derons  staléments by the US,
Anomey's Office will be formally
reaponded 1o in our plesdmg before the
court,” Stridiron said

Federal officuls did not respond to
the wttmey generml’s remarks

“We have no comment with regard

o any siaterments that . have been

At the end of his remarks, Gov. Charles Turnbull said
the contract was awarded "with the best interests of
the citizens of the Virgin Islands at stake.”

madle,” said Assistant 1S Attomey
Huzh Mabe. *We arc looking forward
to the heanng next Thursday before
Judee Moorme,™

Thursday's hearing promises W be
lively. In Cretober 2001, Moore threat-
ened 10 hold Tumbull and Public
Works = Commissioner  Wayne
Callwood in contempl for not doing
oy b0 s St Crons seowers

In the osder issued Friday, Moore
wrote that the heanng would be held
“in view of the potential threat o
human health and the environmen
posed by the ongoing discharges of
rrw sewage, the persistent and fong
standing, violations of orders of this
court. and unpussifiable delays by the
govermment of the Virgin lalands™

In an sccompanying memoerandum
filed in fedeml court on Tharsday, the
LS. Attorney’s Office guestioned
how Gilobal could have gotten the con-
tract.

“Uiiven its poucity of assets, short
Iife span prior o bemg awsrded this
comrwl and aspparent lack of sirmila
expeniencs, it confounds the imaging-
tion how GHEM Ine. could be selected
to complete a difficull and dangerous
construcion comtred with a value of
over $3.6 million,” the memormndum
said.

The LS. Atlomey's modion poinded

out that one of Tumbull's closest
advisers, Special Assistant o the
Governor Clamio Hurris, was pressdem
of Globeal until March 5,

Harris said in a telephone interview
Friday that he removed hinself from
the company @5 soon as il becemc
apparent . that  Global  would
begin looking for local contracts.
Hiwrris reiterated & sticment he made
Thursday, saying that he presided over
a forerunner company called ACS that
dealt stricthy with off-island clieniele.
That eventually became Global
Resources, he said.

“When Cilohal Resources
Management started to do business in
the temitory, that's when | decided to
rermove myself"

The memorandun also painls oul
thent the controct requires that Global do
at beast half of the work with itz vwn
employes,

“It seemns haghby umlikely that this
consulting company can be considened
capable of pertorming 50 percent of
this techmcally diffical and dangeroos
construchion proect,™ it said

O Frday, Andrews sud an engi-
neering  firm, the Berper Ciroup,
planned the sewer work, but he
declined to say how meny. employees

- S..ee TUHNBLII..I..., next page




Proving A Criminal Vielation

> Most environmental crimes require
government to prove beyond a reasonable
doubt both the commission of the
prohibited act and the existence of a
culpable mental state

> Most felonies require proof that the
defendant acted knowingly (some reguire
willful)
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V., dumps sewer contract

In effort to stay out of court and evade U.S. Attorney, Government House
kills $3.6 million no-bids deal with Global Resources Management - page 3

Global Resources principal Andrews has long history of controversial V.| contracts - page 4
More VI missteps on sewer repair bids emerge in $60 million wastewater treatment plants project - Page 5




Recent activity : three hearings since
March 2010

Citizen group new wants intervention in the
case...criticize EPA for “lack™ of action....

Send motion to Judge...asking for system
privatization , de-delegation of the NPDES
program, a court monitor..

Modesto’'s declaration opposing citizens
Intervention sent to court past Friday May 27,
2001...(expecting Judge ruling)

Consent Order reguested by Judge Gemez due
June 11, 2041







